
COOPERATION AGRTEMENT BETWEEN
THE COMMANDNG OFFICER, NAS PATUXENT RIVER,

AND
THE ST. MARY'S COLINTY BOAR.D OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

FOR
ENCROACHMENT MITIGATION AND PREVENTION

WHEREAS, the St. Mary's Couoty Board of Corflty Commissioncrs (hcreinaft.r
rcfc.red to as "the County") are a body politic and corpora(e and a subdivisio[ ofthc Statc of
Maryland; and

WHEREAS, the Commanding Oflicer, Naval Air Station Patuxent River (hereinafte.

r.{i:ncetoas "tH+aryl)iJa}iaralffier &e ConmandanH'{8}slEistriel
washinglon; and,

WHEREAS, tllc Naval Air Station (NAS) Patuxcnt fuvcr is thc Navy's principal site for
naval aviation acquisition, research, development, test, and cvaluation, accounting lor over
I9,000 jobs and an ovcrall economic i pact ofmore thafi $2 billion in St. Mary's County: ard,

WHEREAS, encroachment caused by activities outside ofthe defense installations can

affect operations at the Nala's Patuxent River complex (NAS Paluxent Rivcr and Webster
Field), potentially limiting thc future viability ofNary operations ir St. Mary's County; and,

WHEREAS, the Navy and the County recognizc that encroachnlent can enconrpass a
variety ofissues, ranging from noise to freqDency interfereDce to lighl pollution, any ofwhich
can inrpede operations at NAS Patu(ent Riler; and,

WHEREAS, thc County is strongly committed to local policies and actions that u,ill
nlaintain world-class Department ofDefensc facilitics and airspacc free from cncroachment at

the Navy's Patuxent River complex; and,

WHEREAS, the Navy has completed an Encroachment Action Plan thar provides overall
guidance, identifies encroachment threats and recomrnends possible actiors to renredy those
lhrears; and.

WHEREAS, both the Navy and thc Couoty wish to ensure clear and tinrely
communication that willanticipatc and resolve any issucs that might create an encroachnont
threlt to opcrations at the Patuxent Rivcr complex.

NOW, THEREFORE, be it agreed by lhe County and the Navy that the following terms
and conditions shall establish their formal cooperativc cncroachment mitigalion and prcvention

relationship:

I. Reprcscntativcs ofthe CouDty and lhe Navy shall meet at leafi twice yearly to discuss

identified eocroachmeot threats, pote$tial new thEats, proposed new development,
potcntial eircroachment rehedies, progress on identified encroacbment remedies and

related maiters. 'l'hese discussions shall include a review of existing and proPosed

development in the AICUZ and nearby areas, adopted alld potetltial challgcs to the local

zoning ordinance, and potential cooperativc action to addrcss encroachmcnt.

-Ihc 
Navy-shatffiimeloproeidcadlrricaHvisortrrcviEw alfdcvEtopmenr

proposals in the vicinity ofNAS Patuxent Riv€r and Webster Field as Part of tlre

County's technjcal evaluation comnrittee process for proposed dcv.lopmeit.
3. Thc County and the Navy shall collaboratc on communication effons to inform St-

Mary's County citizens about the natue ofancroachnrent threats and local actions that

can reduce or climinate those threats.
4. The County and the Naly shall collaborate on alalyses afid data colleclion that Fovide

clearer quantitative fteasures ofcocroachmcnt thr€ats and the pro8rcss ofrrlitigation and

prcvention mcasures.

5. Thc County and thc Na\A shall collaborate to addlcss encroachm.nt thrcats from beyond

St. Mary's County-
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6, The Navy shall work with the County to identiry easements or other mechanisms to
ensure protection ofthe Cleai Zone at Webster Field and to acco plish the coulpatible
goals of encroachmeDt protection and agricultural land pleservatioD_

ATTEST NAVAL AIR STATION
PATU)GNT RIVER, MARYLAN'D

By </r./,2
Captain Glea Ives, Commanding Officer
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BOAR.D OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
ST. MARY'S COIINTY, MARYLAND

Francis Ja ll, President

By { d7
John Savich
County Administrator

Approved as to Form
and Legal Sufficiency
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Christy i Clresser
County Attorney
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